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Rav Refoel Levine (1924-
2002), the son of the renowned 
tzaddik, Rav Aryeh Levine, 
(1885-1969) was a remarkable 
tzaddik in his own right. Like 
his father, his righteousness was 
most evident in his tremendous 
concern and love for his fellow 
Jews, especially those who were 
in need of support and encour-
agement. 

   One Motzei Shabbos, Reb 
Refoel was walking to the Kosel 
with a student when a man ap-
proached him to say hello. Reb 
Refoel answered him and asked 
him how his wife and children 
were doing. Apparently the 
man’s family life was a difficult 
one because he spent the next 
long while pouring his heart 
out. R’ Refoel listened intently 
the entire time, and offered the 
man words of comfort. He sent 
him off with heartfelt brachos, 
and sent regards to his family. 
As he said goodbye he also re-
assured the man that he would 
daven for him. 

   Reb Refoel’s talmid was cu-
rious about who this man was, 
after seeing how much time 
R’ Refoel had devoted to him. 
“Who was that man?” he asked. 

   Reb Refoel responded, “I 
don’t know. This is something 
I learned from my father. If 
someone greets you as if he 
recognizes you, you should re-
spond to him in the same way.”
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 (continued on next page)

Parsha Perceptions   Rabbi Sam Goldenhersh

This week’s Parsha contains the first of the two sections of tochacha, admonition, which sets forth 
the consequences for the Jewish people’s failure to obey the Torah’s commandments. The second to 
last verse of this week’s tochacha reads as follows: “I will remember my covenant with Yaakov and also my cove-
nant with Yitzchak, and also my covenant with Avraham, I will remember, and the land [of Israel] I will remember.” 
The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (Rav Shlomo Gantzfried 1804-1886) states that the curses in Parshas Bechukosai and 
Parshas Ki Savo are read in a soft voice; however, the verse beginning with remembering Yaakov’s covenant is 
read loudly, and the following verse, the last verse of this week’s tochacha, is read in a soft voice.    

  The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch--and this appears to be the plain meaning of these verses--understands that the 
verse about remembering our forefathers’ covenants and the land of Israel are words of consolation. Why would 
the Torah interrupt these words of admonition with words of consolation? The tochacha is anyway followed by 
words of consolation. Why not include the verse about our forefathers’ covenants and the land of Israel among 
the verses following the admonition? 

  The Shelah HaKodesh (Rav Yeshaya Horowitz 16th century) answers that this verse does not actually contain 
words of consolation, but it is part of the tochacha.The Shelah explains that the punishment for a wicked child of 
a righteous parent is much greater than that of a wicked child of a wicked parent. How so? If one has righteous 
parents, he sees that his parents are pious and G-d fearing. He grows up in such a home and yet he does not follow 
in their path. Further, one cannot compare living in a home filled with immorality to a home filled with Torah. 
About this, Hashem says that when you stray from the path of the Torah, I will remember who your forefathers 
are. You are descendants of the Avos HaKedoshim, the holy forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov.

  And why mention remembering the land of Israel? The Shelah quotes Chazal (Tractate Bava Basra 158b) who 
say, “Avira de’eretz yisrael machkim,” that the air of the Land of Israel makes one wise. Hashem says I will re-
member that I gave you the land of Israel, which makes one wise, and still you did not follow the proper path 
of observing the Torah’s commandments. Concludes the Shelah, every person should internalize this message, 
particularly one whose parents are G-d fearing, and one who lives in a place surrounded by Torah scholars. Such 
individuals certainly should make it a priority to follow in their path through the study of Torah, practicing good 
deeds, and refining one’s character.

  With this explanation of the Shelah, one could answer another question posed by the commentaries. Why does 
the verse regarding our forefathers’ covenant record their names in reverse chronological order, Yaakov then 
Yitzchak then Avraham? Perhaps an explanation is that if one is going to admonish another person by reminding 
him of his forefathers’ deeds, one would first remind of him that he is not following in the ways of his more imme-
diate ancestors. Not only that, he is not following the ways of their ancestors, and then their ancestors. One would 
expect a person to be influenced more by those ancestors who are closer to him historically, as we find that the 
more distant we are from the time of the revelation at Har Sinai, the more difficult it is to recognize Hashem. Yet, 
we find great leaders in our own generation and the generation before that and the generation before that, whom 
we can look to for guidance and whom we can attempt to emulate in following the path of Torah and good deeds.

Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz
Maggid shiur of the week for the Amud, R’ Akiva Brown
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Harmonious Home                 Rabbi Gidon Nitsun

Parsha Perspectives  continued

Q. Last night, after completing the 
blessing of Hamapil (which is 

recited every night before going to sleep), 
I needed to use the bathroom. I know, in 
general. one is prohibited from speaking 
after this blessing. Do I just skip the 
blessing of Asher Yatzar, which is said 
after using the bathroom?

A.  In general, you are correct that one 
is not allowed to speak at all after 

this blessing. However, many poskim do re-
quire one to nevertheless recite the blessing 
after going to the bathroom. Although some 
poskim disagree, the accepted Halacha is to 
follow the opinions that allow the bracha 
(Ishei Yisroel 35:10 & footnote 20). Addition-
ally, if someone forgot  to pray Ma’ariv, he 
may recite the prayers after saying Hamapil. 

Q. My family went to a huge water 
park this past Sunday. I left my 

yarmulke/kippah in the lockers at the 
entrance and continued onto the awe-
some slides.  After a while, I was starv-
ing and took out my Cafe Coeur sushi 
that I brought from home. I was about 
to make a bracha when I realized my 
head was uncovered. Can I make the 
bracha without my head covered? 

A.   It is forbidden to make a blessing 
with an uncovered head (O.C.91:3). If 

you don’t have anything available to cover 
your head, you can use your hand together 
with the sleeve of your shirt, but not your 
bare hand. This is based on the fact that one’s 
own body parts can’t be considered a cover 
for one’s own head. However, your friend 
can place his bare hand on your head and 
that will work as a head covering (ibid 91:4)

Please contact your Rav for final ruling.

To contact Rabbi Eisenberg  
email seisenberg@stlkollel.com.

I DIDN’T 
KNOW THAT!
Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberg

What are the four times the Torah uses the expression 
“Baboker baboker”, every morning, to describe a daily  
activity?  
Last week’s question: Which five names of members of the same 
immediate family start with the same [Hebrew] letter?
Answer: 1. Aharon 2. Elisheva 3. Avihu 4. Elazar and 5. Isamar is one of 
many answers!!!
To contact Rabbi Silverman email ysilverman@stlkollel.com

Kollel Kasha Korner    Rabbi Yaakov Silverman

Many times couples find themselves involved in all types of arguments and squab-
bles.The result - hurt, frustration, anger, disappointment etc. We should be aware that 
generally behind all the minor issues (i.e. “ Why do you press the tube of toothpaste from 
top?” ) is a basic need that is not being addressed. The small issues are merely a warning 
light that something is missing. Fulfilling the “tzorech merkazi” - the  focal need of our 
spouse, is the secret code towards a solution. We need to identify this “tzorech merkazi”, 
focal need, - to honor it and to supply it. These needs can generally be divided into four 
groups.

The need for:
1. Companionship - help, interest, care, identify with, empathy , listening ear etc.
2. Love - honor, acceptance, no judgement, praise, appreciation, thoughtfulness etc
3. Stability - trust, reliability, responsibility, consistency, protection, calmness etc.
4. Independence - personal space, self fulfillment, privacy, etc.

Let us ask ourselves what is the most central need my spouse has. Let us then do what we 
can to supply that need and all the bickering and arguing is likely to cease.

  We need to remember from whom we came and from where we came, regardless of the 
quality of our immediate family history, or where we are living today. We are the descen-
dants of the Avos HaKedoshim, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. We have great potential in 
Torah and in good deeds that we can learn from the leaders of our own generation. Further, 
“avira de’eretz yisrael machkim.” Our surroundings have a profound effect on us. Even if 
we do not live in the land of Israel, Chazal state, “miyom shecharav beis hamikdash ein lo 
LeHakadosh Baruch Hu ele daled amos shel halacha.” From the day the Beis Hamikdash 
was destroyed, the only place where Hashem can be found is in the four cubits of halacha. 
Without the Beis Hamikdash in Eretz Yisrael, the place where we can find Hashem’s pres-
ence is in our Batei Medrashim, in our study halls and in our shuls. Let us be influenced by 
what happens within the walls of these holy places and not from outside of them.

Rabbi Goldenhersh learned in the Kollel from 2006 until 2012 and still resides with his family 
in St. Louis. He is currently an Attorney Advisor for the Social Security Administration.
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spotlight on “Pillar of Truth” Community Showing of the film about the 
magnificent life and legacy of Rav Yaakov Weinberg
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Last Sunday, over 150 people came out to watch the film “Pillar of Truth,” a tribute to the legacy of Rav Yaakov Weinberg, 
the Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Yisroel in Baltimore. Viewing the film left attendees moved, inspired and uplifted, grateful for the 
opportunity to connect with this great Torah personality. Many thanks to Yale Miller for initiating and bringing to fruition 
such an impactful event.

The film was so inspirational. It 
was a shot in the arm of chizuk, 
to get a glimpse into the life of a 
true Gadol-b’Torah, who was not 
just a Rebbi and Rosh Yeshiva, 
but also a loving and devoted fa-
ther and grandfather. Rav Wein-
berg was so “real!” - Daniel Lefton

Awesome is the appropriate adjective to describe “Pillar of 
Truth”. Through the words of those who were fortunate to know 
Rabbi Weinberg, I received a glimpse of the very special person 
he was...his passion for Torah, for teaching, for always looking for 
truth and helping others to find it also. In addition, by seeing his 
smile, we sense his warmth, humanity and humility. The stories 
of his love for his grandchildren, and the way he made each feel 
special was truly heartwarming. – Gail Miller

Having known Rav Yaakov Weinberg through my 
personal relationship with his brother Rav Noah who 
referred to Rav Yaakov as “My Rebbi”, I can truly say that 
this video beautifully captured Reb Yaakov’s essence…
his deep intellect, his passion for truth, his love of family, 
indeed all of Klal Yisroel, was perfectly brought to light. 
I am so grateful to know that this gadol’s legacy will be 
preserved to ignite and inspire a wide audience and a new 
generation… -Charlie Deutsch

”

”

Join Missouri Torah Institute for their Dedication Dinner
Sunday June 16th at 5:45 P.M. at the Ritz Carlton in Clayton. 
Recognizing Mr. Charlie & Mrs. Naomi Ruth Deutsch, Ambassador Sam & Mrs. Marilyn Fox, 

and Mr. Dugie & Mrs. Lisa Baron. Memorial Tribute Video for Rabbi Aaron Winter ZT”L. 
To RSVP and/or to put in an ad, call 636-778-1896, 

visit www.missouritorah.org/dinner or email dinner@missouritorah.org.
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