
   This Friday,  May 8th is the 14th of Iyar, Pesach Sheini. 
Pesach Sheini was the first “second chance” for those who 
were unable to offer the Korban Pesach on the 14th day of 
Nissan. The genesis of this mitzvah is both interesting and 
thought-provoking. Some time before Pesach, men who 
were ritually contaminated from a dead body (See Talmud 
Succah 25b) came before Moshe Rabbeinu and complained. 
“It’s not fair!”, they said. “Just because we are tamei we 
cannot bring the Korban Pesach? We don’t want to miss out; 
we want to bring the sacrifice too!”

   If we were overhearing this conversation we surely would 
have been extremely perturbed by their complaint. Indeed, 
it is very unfortunate that they were in a situation that did 
not allow them to participate in the exciting mitzvah of 
the yearly Korban Pesach. Nu-nu! Some things just can’t 
be changed. If someone, rachmana litzlan, had his arm 
amputated, he cannot put on his tefillin. It is exceedingly 
unfortunate, both from a physical perspective as well as a 
spiritual one. He is now incapable of performing this special 
mitzvah of tefillin. But can he complain and say it’s not fair!? 
Likewise, how can we understand the complaint about their 
inability to participate in the mitzvah of Korban Pesach? 
They are ritually impure from a dead body, and therefore 
simply incapable to participate in the Korban Pesach!

   The founder of the Gerrer Chassidus, Rav Yitzchak Meir 
Alter (1799-1866), known by the name of his sefer Chiddushei 
Harim, explains that, in fact, their complaint of “lama 
nigara,” why should we lose out, was not a logical question. 
It was a cry of pain, an emotional expression from the depth 
of their hearts. It was only because of this expression of 
deep emotion that Hashem responded to their request by 
enacting a “make-up” opportunity, Pesach Sheini. On that 
day, those who fit the criteria were able to bring the Korban 
Pesach which they missed on Erev Pesach in Nissan.

   The Chidushei Harim’s great-grandson, Rav Avraham 
Mordechai, the Imrei Emes (1866-1948) elaborates and says 
that had Bnei Yisroel used this tactic at other times, things 
could have been different. The gemara says that for most of 
the years in the desert there was no Korban Pesach brought. 
This was because the northern wind, which has healing 
properties, did not blow in the desert. Therefore, the Jewish 
people were unable to perform bris milah on their children 
during this time as it would be dangerous for the child. This 
was considered an embarrassment for Bnei Yisroel and 
therefore sefer Bamidbar (Numbers) does not follow the 
correct chronological order. (See Rashi Bamidbar 9.1) 

   The early commentators ask, why is this considered 
embarrassing? The circumstances simply did not allow for 
the mitzvah to be performed. It wasn’t their fault! The Imrei 
Emes answers this based on what we quoted before from 
his grandfather. If the Jewish people would have craved and 
desired the mitzvah of Korban Pesach (and perhaps bris 
milah) enough, they would have cried out to Hashem - from 
the powerful emotion - just like the people who were tamei 
cried out from the anguish of not being able to sacrifice the 
Korban Pesach. And, just like Hashem made a new mitzvah 
called Pesach Sheini to pacify those people, Hashem would 
have arranged, somehow or another, that they would be 
able to perform the mitzva of Korban Pesach despite the 
challenges. 

   We’re living in difficult times. Besides the physical 
challenges of living with social distancing, we are deprived 
from so many spiritual aspects of life. If we cry out to 
Hashem with sincere feelings of pain that we are missing 
out from performing those mitzvos, who knows, maybe 
we’ll merit a supernatural change, just as they did then. 
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The act of counting is typically one that is focused and 
geared towards giving a finite and definitive number to 
describe the totality of the objects enumerated. Once the final 
number is clear, little thought goes into the steps and smaller 
numbers that comprise your final amount. However, there can 
be a method of counting which is fundamentally different. This 
style of counting does not only focus on the process and parts 
that make up the final number but it also unifies and elevates 
each number from being a lone, unimportant number to a 
member and a unit that creates a solution as a result of the 
sum total of its parts.

Sefiras Haomer, the counting of the omer, is supposed 
to be a collection of days in which each day is given more 
importance, is joined with the rest of the days around it, to lead 
us to our culmination at Shavuos when we accept the Torah. 
It is not just an exercise in reaching our destination but very 
much about the process that gets us there. The word Omer 
shares a root with the action of gathering which is one of the 
39 prohibited acts of Shabbos, Me’amer. Our job in this time is 
to be gathering our days together, unifying our experiences, 
making every aspect and fiber of our being important in our 
quest to ascend to the ultimate goal, Kabbalas Hatorah. Not 
only do we have a goal in mind, but we are relishing every 

moment, each fragment of time and our essence in order to 
reach the climax of connection to our creator.

We are living in a time that fragmentation is pronounced. 
Life is no longer as it used to be. Social circles, interaction, and 
fraternization are at bay and individuality naturally grows. 
People care less about their appearance or what their neighbor 
and friend thinks of them because contact is minimal. Everyone 
is desperately waiting for the green light to emerge from our 
cocoons and resume life but there must be significance to the 
fact that this is occurring during the counting of the Omer. 

Perhaps Hashem is reminding us that we need to remember 
who we are. We can not blend into the rest of the forest and 
disregard each individual tree, especially the tree that is you as 
an individual. Covid-19 has forced each of us to rethink who 
we are and what we mean to the most important one of all, 
ourselves. May we merit seeing the day that we can regroup 
with one another, unifying to create a nation greater than 
the sum total of our parts. A nation of Am Yisrael that each 
individual is uplifted and elevated by one another and together 
prepare for the ultimate receiving of the Torah with the arrival 
of Moshiach speedily in our days..

Something To Think About   Rabbi Yaakov Silverman

Thank you to
our corporate sponsor

Frankel, rubin, klein,
Siegel, Payne & PudlowSki, P.C.

attorneyS & CounSelorS at law

Family Torah Journal

A student sent a letter to his 
rebbe bemoaning the fact that he 
lived in a very small apartment 
which was extremely cramped and 
uncomfortable for himself, his wife, 
and his 10 children. He had no money 
to move and was at his wit’s end. 
His Rebbe wrote back the following: 
“From your letter, I understand that 
B’H you and your family are healthy. 
Is that a simple fact? Many people are 
not blessed with health. From your 
letter, I understand that B’H you are 

married. Is that a simple fact? Many 
people are not blessed with a spouse. 
From your letter, I understand that 
you have children, you have food, 
you have a house, you have beds in 
your house, etc.”    

The Rebbe continued to enumerate 
all of the things we take for granted. 
He ended off with scolding words, 
“You have all the above. Did you ever 
truly thank Hakadosh Boruch Hu for 
all that you have, do you deserve all 

the above that you have the right to 
complain?” 

The same can be applied to a 
husband and wife relationship.We 
need to train ourselves to recognize 
and appreciate the constant good we 
receive from our spouse, and show 
them the appropriate appreciation 
for all they do for us. If we fail to do 
this, we don’t even have the right to 
complain. In truth however, if we 
would truly appreciate what our 
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Q. After working all day at home 
while simultaneously watching 

my kids, I am completely exhausted. 
A few times a week, I fall into bed still 
wearing my clothes. Does the halacha 
have anything to say about sleeping in 
one›s daytime clothes?

A.  The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch writes 
that one should not sleep in the 

clothing worn during the day. Rather, one 
should be careful to only sleep in clothing 
designated for night, i.e.pajamas (71:5). 
Best wishes for a restful, good night’s 
sleep. 

Q. Due to corona, my wedding 
plans were changed from taking 

place in a wedding hall to my parent’s 
house. I want the chuppa to be inside 
(don’t worry, it’s only 10 people, we 
will all fit!) but my kallah wants it to 
take place in the backyard. Is this just 
an unimportant preference or is one 
location better than the other? 

A.   Many have the custom to have the 
chuppa outside or at least under 

the open sky. One reason for this custom 
is as a good siman, omen, for the couple to 
merit children like the stars of the heav-
ens (Rema E.H.61:1). If for any reason this 
is not feasible, the chuppa is completely 
valid. In your case, where the kallah pre-
fers it outside, it is best to follow her pref-
erence and do it outside. Mazel Tov!

Please contact your Rav for final ruling.

To contact Rabbi Eisenberg  
email seisenberg@stlkollel.com.

I DIDN’T 
KNOW THAT!
Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberg

spouses do for us day in and day out, if we would contemplate the 
constant chasadim and appreciate them, our relationship would 
completely change. It wouldn’t make such a difference to us if our 
spouse squeezed the toothpaste from the top, or left their socks on 
the floor, or even if they criticized us unfairly etc. When feeling let 
down or hurt we would just remind ourselves how indebted we are 
to our spouse, how much they really do for us, then the hurt would 
automatically disappear and feelings of our fondness would return.
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