
   This week’s parsha discusses the laws of Nedarim.  
Although in English both Nedarim and Shavuos loosely 
translate as “vows” or “oaths,” the Torah explains that they are 
fundamentally different.  Both Nedarim and Shavuos can be 
implemented to create a prohibition for a person to consume 
an item, but their mechanisms in doing so differ.  

   For example, when a person makes a “Shavuah” that he 
will not eat a specific piece of meat, the quality of the piece 
of meat has not changed.  Rather, he has prohibited himself 
personally from eating the meat (it is operative on the 
Gavrah/person) (Nedarim 2b).  But, when a person uses a 
“Neder” to prohibit a specific piece of meat, the quality of the 
meat itself transforms into a prohibited piece (it is operative 
on the Chephtzah/Item) (Nedarim 2b).  

   A Nazir is another type of “vow.”  A Nazir is forbidden from 
partaking of grape-related items (e.g. wine, grapes, etc.), cannot 
become impure by contacting a corpse, and is forbidden from 
cutting his hair.  The Torah appears to categorize the vow of 
Nezirus as a “Neder.”  But, that seems puzzling.  When one 
makes a vow of Nezirus, how has his vow taken hold on an item 
to transform it?  One may be able to explain the prohibition 
of grapes/wine in that way (i.e. grapes/wine transforms into 
a forbidden item), but what about the prohibition of cutting 
hair or coming into contact with a dead body?

   Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel (“Rosh” circa 1250-1327) the 
leader of Ashkenaz Jewry explains that the Neder of Nazir 
acts to transform a person into a Nazir.  Once transformed, 
and in an elevated state, automatically wine/cutting hair/
impurity through contacting a corpse is now forbidden to 
him. This is similar to a Kohen who, by virtue of his elevated 
status, cannot impurify himself by contact with a corpse.  In 
other words, there is an item that the vow of Nazir transforms.  
That item is the person himself.    

   In the Torah, the portion dealing with Nazir follows the 
portion discussing a Sotah (wayward wife).  Chazal explain 
this juxtaposition by explaining that “one who sees the Sotah 
in her degraded state, should take a vow of Nezirus to refrain 
from wine.”  In other words, it was excessive alcohol that likely 
led to this Sotah’s downfall, so, one who witnesses the Sotah’s 
degradation should take the lesson to heart and refrain from 
drinking wine.  

   This needs clarification.  Being a Nazir involves prohibitions 
other than drinking wine (e.g. refraining from cutting hair).  
So, why did Chazal state that one should take a vow of Nazir 
in order to refrain from wine?  One could have simply taken a 
Neder (specific vow) not to drink wine.  

   We learn an important lesson.  When one witnesses an 
event that requires introspection, it is not enough to change 
one’s behavior (i.e. refrain from, or take on, certain acts).  One 
must transform himself. That is why Chazal tell us that it is 
not enough to take a Neder to refrain from drinking wine, as 
that would not transform the person.  Rather, one must take 
a vow of Nezirus to change himself, and as a result, refrain 
from wine.  

   We are approaching Tisha B’Av.  The day the Bais 
HaMikdash (Holy Temple) was destroyed.  The Kotzker Rebbi 
(Harav Menachem Mendel Morgenstern of Kotzk 1787-1859) 
stated that “there are really no major fast days in the Jewish 
calendar.  On Tisha B’Av, who can eat? And on Yom Kippur, 
who needs to eat?” On Tisha B’Av, it is not enough for us to 
refrain from eating.  We must become a person who “cannot 
eat” on Tisha B’Av. 

Rabbi Todd Davidovits was part of the Kollel team from 2004-
2008. He currently lives in St. Louis with his family, and is the 
Associate General Counsel-Intellectual Property for Anheuser-
Busch Corporation.

Family Torah Journal

 AAW

• Amud-A-Week •AMUD-A-WEEKEishes Chayil 
Women’s Division

JEWISH 
ETHICS

INSTITUTE

PROFESSIONAL
PLACEMENTS

O F  S T .  L O U I S

| july 18, 2020 |26 Tammuz 5780 | Parshas Matos-Ma’asei |

Parsha Perspectives   Rabbi Todd Davidovits

DEDICATED AS ZCHUS FOR SPEEDY RECOVERY 
FOR ALL AFFLICTED WITH COVID19



Thank you to
our corporate sponsor

Frankel, rubin, klein,
Siegel, Payne & PudlowSki, P.C.

attorneyS & CounSelorS at law

Family Torah Journal

   The Vilna Gaon, in several 
places, compares the relationship 
of a husband and wife to that of a 
Rav and talmid. The Gemorah in 
Kiddushin 30b cites R’ Chiya bar Aba 
expounding  the posuk  from Tehilim, 
“When they speak with enemies in 
the gate” in the following manner. 
“Even a father and son, teacher and 
student, who are studying Torah, at 
first become enemies of one another, 
but they do not move away from there 
until they become devoted friends, 
lovers of one another.” Meaning, 
that they strongly disagree with one 
another, that is they are initially like 
enemies, but end up loving each 
other. 

   Rav Chaim Shmulevitz writes that 
it is precisely because they disagree 
with each other and enlighten 
each other to a perspective that 
had previously been hidden from 

themselves, that they end up loving 
each other. The Vilna Gaon asks 
if there is a parallel between Rav 
and talmid and husband and wife. 
What is it that makes husband and 
wife “enemies”? He offers a most 
insightful answer. Men and women 
are different, and it is this natural 
difference that causes them to be 
natural ‘enemies’. However, it is 
precisely because of these differences 
that love exists between them. When 
one  spouse disagrees with the 
other, or does something that the 
other spouse can’t understand, it is 
important to know that we are being 
shown a new perspective, a different 
way of looking at things, a female 
perspective or a male perspective. If 
we were to go through life with only 
one perspective we would be lacking 
as complete human beings.

   The fact that we are being shown 
this new perspective is 
cause to appreciate and 
love our spouses, because 
this is what brings us 
perfection. Hashem put 
us together with our 
particular spouse in order 
for us to reach a certain 
perfection which can 
only be attained by being 
aware of this different 
way of looking at things. 
This does not mean that 
we must always agree 
with our spouse. What 
it means is that we need 
to appreciate and honor 
our spouse for the new 
perspective they have 
given us.
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Q. I work as an Uber driver and 
I normally drive the entire 

night and sleep during the day. I enjoy 
listening to music when I take my 
passengers. The music really helps me 
to stay awake. Is this allowed during 
the Three Weeks?

A.If one is listening to music 
only in order to prevent 

themselves from falling asleep while 
driving, it would be permissible 
during the Three Weeks. The 
only music that is forbidden is 
music listened to for simcha and 
enjoyment (O.C. 560:3)

Q. My son and daughter-in-
law had a baby boy and are 

making the bris in a few days. I am 
wondering if, as the grandfather, I 
am allowed to shave for the occasion 
even though it is during the Three 
Weeks.

A.   Congrats on the baby. The 
father of the baby, the Mohel, 

and the Sandek are allowed to 
shave during the Three Weeks, up 
until the week that Tisha B’av falls 
out. Although the Sha’arei Teshuva 
(O.C. 551) allows the grandfather to 
dress in Shabbos clothes to a bris 
even during the nine days, shaving 
is considered more stringent 
and therefore forbidden (Kovetz 
Halachos p.90). If you serve as the 
sandek, then you would be allowed 
to shave, as you become a major 
part of the Bris ceremony.

Please contact your Rav for final ruling.

I DIDN’T 
KNOW THAT!
Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberg
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